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“Scientific knowledge:
facts and frictions”

Abstract: In the context of societal debates about the impact of science, how scien-
tists convey relevant information is a critical issue. Two complicating factors are that
(a) what scientists consider to be facts may be contested as such by, others and
(b) for some participants in the debate, “facts” are beside the point.
During the talk, examples of such complexities and possible ways of making progress
will be'discussed, acknowledging that the concept of “progress” is itself sometimes
contested.
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